
AVOID BEING A VICTIM OF PROPERTY CRIMES 

We want to believe in people and trust that they don’t want to harm us and 
our properties, our neighbors, our communities. The fact of the matter is 
there are criminals who do just that. Some of us have experienced property 
crime mostly low-level offenses. We understand criminals will do what 
criminals do with or without preventive measures, but none the less it is our 
responsibility to help prevent property crimes. Our hope is that this 
reminder, educating different types of property crimes, the tips, and the 
claim instructions will spur on the responsibility in helping you to help 
prevent these types of crimes. 

IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY  

to help prevent crime in our communities. It takes 

communication, commitment, and time. We can start with 

our properties by checking for any areas that are vulnerable, 

such as windows and doors and areas of that might be too 

dark or allow for easy access for criminals to break into our 

buildings. 

Once we identify vulnerable areas, the tips may help prevent 

from being a victim and may help you protect our properties. 

First, we need to understand the different types of property crimes which 
include many common crimes relating to theft or destruction of someone 
else's property. They can range from low-level offenses such as shoplifting 
or vandalism to high-level felonies including armed robbery and arson. 
Some such crimes do not require the offender to make off with stolen 
goods or even to harm a victim - such as burglary, which only requires 
unlawful entry with the intent to commit a crime. Others require the actual 
taking of money or property. Some, such as robbery, require a victim 
present at the time of the crime. Most property crimes include a wide range 



depending on factors including the amount stolen and use of force or arms 
in theft-related cases, and actual or potential bodily injury in property 
destruction crimes such as arson. Below is information on specific property 
crimes. 

Types of Property Crimes 

Theft 
Theft is often defined as the unauthorized taking of property from another 
with the intent to permanently deprive them of it. Within this definition lie 
two key elements: 

• A taking of someone else's property; and 
• The requisite intent to deprive the victim of the property 

permanently. 

Larceny 
One commits larceny by taking something of value without consent and 
with the intent to permanently deprive the rightful owner of the object. Most 
states use the term theft in place of larceny. 

• The unlawful taking and carrying away of 
• Someone else's property 
• Without the consent of the owner and with 
• The intent to deprive the owner of the property permanently 

Burglary 
Burglary is typically defined as the unlawful entry into almost any structure 
(not just a home or business) with the intent to commit any crime inside 
(not just theft/larceny). No physical breaking and entering are required; the 
offender may simply trespass through an open door.  

• The unauthorized breaking and entry 
• Into a building or occupied structure 
• With the intent to commit a crime inside. 

  

https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/theft-overview.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/definition-of-larceny.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/burglary-overview.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/theft-larceny-definition.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/mens-rea-a-defendant-s-mental-state.html


Robbery 
Robbery is theft accomplished by violence or the threat of it. The crime of 
robbery almost always requires the presence of a victim who is threatened 
with bodily harm. 

• Taking, with intent to steal, 
• the property of others 
• from them or in their presence 
• against their will 
• by violence or threat of force. 

Shoplifting 
Shoplifting is a type of larceny, which simply means taking the property of 
someone else without their permission, and with the intent to permanently 
deprive the owner of the property taken. 

• Willfully concealing or taking possession of items being offered for 
sale; and 

• The intent to deprive the items' rightful owner (typically the store) 
of possession of the items, without paying the purchase price. 

Arson 
In its most basic sense, a person commits arson when they knowingly, by 
means of a fire or explosive: 

• Damage any real or personal property of another without their 
consent; or 

• Damage any real or personal property with the intent to defraud an 
insurer. 

Vandalism 
Vandalism occurs when an individual destroys, defaces, or otherwise 
degrades someone else’s property without their permission; sometimes 
called criminal damage, malicious trespass, or malicious mischief. 

  

https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/robbery-overview.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/shoplifting.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/larceny-penalties-and-sentencing.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/arson.html
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-charges/vandalism.html


Second, SAFETY should be a priority. 

• Always keep doors and 
windows locked. 

• If you are away, set timed 
lights and have someone 
pick up your mail if you do 
not have a PO box. 

• Illuminate your doorways 
and walkways. 

• Make sure your address is visible from the street for policemen. 

Make It a Point to Keep Everything Locked Up 
• Vehicle  
• Main points of entry 
• Fence gates 

o A criminal has more freedom to peer through windows and 
doors once inside the gate. 

• Garage and Shed 
o Has tools the criminal can use to break into the second story 

using a ladder where windows are more likely to be unlocked. 
o Drills, hammers, and crowbars can be used to break windows 

and doors.  
 

Be Careful with Your Trash 
Placing boxes at the curb makes you a target for thieves looking for 
electronics to steal. When unpacking electronics, break down the boxes 
and packaging instead and place them in black trash bags. 

Maintain Your Lawn and Landscape 
Large, untrimmed shrubs and bushes can give criminals a place to hide 
especially at night. Be sure to keep hedges and bushes cut back so that 
the majority of your yard can be easily seen from several vantage points. 
On the other hand, certain plants positioned in the right locations present 
plenty of obstacles and hassles for opportunistic burglars. Some can even 
hurt the trespassers with their spikes or stings. For example, planting 
thorny bushes under your windows is a great obstacle. 

IT IS OUR 

RESPONSIBILITY  



Light Up Your Property 
The Police Department recommends keeping your exterior well illuminated 
with motion sensor lighting. The lights are activated by movement, you 
don't have to worry about lights staying on night and day. Illuminate all 
sides of your property, and driveways or pathways. The higher the light is 
mounted the better so that criminals cannot reach the bulbs to unscrew 
them. 

Consider Using a Security Alarm 
Security systems, from basic systems that sound off loud alerts when an 
armed point of entry or window is breached to high-tech systems that allow 
for surveillance from a tablet or smartphone.  There is a system that offers 
the best features for your needs. A loud sound of a security alarm is a 
major deterrent and many systems alert your local police department. 
Signage such as picket signs and window or door decals from your security 
system company can deter criminals as well.  

Consider Neighborhood Watch 
If you do not already have a neighborhood watch, consider setting one up 
or a community patrol, working with police.  

 

  



Lastly, follow the CLAIMS INSTRUCTION below when a 
property crime has occurred. 

Call the police 
If a crime occurs, the first thing you should do is make sure you are safe. If 
you question your safety at all, get out of there and call the police. 

However, not all crimes require immediate assistance, you can call the 
non-emergency police phone number to file a personal property crime 
report. The insurance company will request the report when we file a loss.  
Also, calling the police lets them know that these crimes are happening in 
the neighborhood. 

Contact Diocesan Risk Management 
After you’ve filed your police report, contact the Diocesan Office, 806-383-
2243 x122, itaylor@dioama.org. 

• Take photos of where the crime was committed. 
• Take photos of item(s) damaged and the surrounding area. 
• Prepare an inventory of item(s) stolen and or damaged. 

o List quantity, description, and value. 
 Refer to your contents inventory list.  It should have this 

information. 
o Attach bills, receipts, estimates, and related documents. 

• If damaged property, retain it until a claims adjuster approves its 
repair or disposal. 

• Ask around your neighborhood if they have seen anyone in or 
around your premises.  They may be able to identify the 
perpetrator(s). 

• If video surveillance, send video with the type of loss, date of loss, 
police report, photos, and inventory. 

• You will have to meet a deductible of $1000.00 for property and 
$500.00 for auto. 
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